Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your student has been nominated and accepted for the 2017 Music Educators of Berks County 6th Grade Band Festival.  This relatively new program provides qualified student musicians from around the county with an opportunity to rehearse and perform with a large group of their peers.  The festival will be held on Saturday, March 25 at Oley Valley Middle School.  The rehearsal will begin promptly at 9:00 am and the performance will begin at 3:00 pm. Students should arrive dressed in concert-appropriate attire.  They should be comfortable, but look neat.   Students should bring their own bagged, completely disposable lunch.  
The full schedule for the day is as follows:

8:30-8:45 am- Students arrive and register

8:45-9:00 am- Students are seated on stage

9:00 am- Rehearsal begins, with breaks at director discretion

12:00- lunch (Students should bring a bagged, completely disposable lunch with them)

12:45 pm-2:30pm- Rehearsal resumes, with breaks at director discretion

2:30 pm–3:00 pm- Break, prepare for concert.  Auditorium doors will open for seating at 2:30.
3:00pm- concert begins

3:30pm (tentative)- concert concludes, meet families and go home

Our conductor is Dr. Scott Watson, elementary band director from Parkland School District in Allentown, PA.  Following the day’s rehearsal, the students will perform a concert in the auditorium.  The performance is free and open to the public.   We are excited about this opportunity for Berks County students to make music together.  To accept the nomination, please complete the attached Permission/Medical Form and return it to your child’s band director.  There is a $5.00 participation fee which helps cover the costs of music purchases and conductor fees.  Please consult your child’s band director for payment details.  All questions about the logistics of this festival should be handled directly through your child’s 6th grade band director at school.  

We look forward to seeing your student on March 25!
Sincerely,

Neal Lutz
Band Vice-President
Music Educators of Berks County

